
MC Commissioners listened to input 
from residents concerning the SL Re-
gional Plan on March 3rd at the MC 
Courthouse.  Lasting three hours, the 
meeting focused primarily on additional 
Hospital District language, the Double 
Arrow Division designation, Seeley Lake 
Estates, and the Commercial Gateway 
designation north of Seeley Lake on 
Highway 83. 

Stronger overlay language to pro-
vide for the future plans of the Seeley 
Swan Medical Center in relation to Sen-
ior Living and support facilities were 
discussed with seemingly unanimous 
approval of the audience. 

Rural Initiatives offered alternatives 
to the broad brush of a 1 to 5 designa-
tion suggested in the submitted Plan.   
Alternative #1 was encouraged by two 
Community Council members in atten-
dance, Hill and Marx, as well as Bill 
Swain a director of DARLOA.  This alter-
native would address the large majority 
of nonconforming lots reflected in the 
Plan submitted to the Commissioners, 
with higher density areas being recog-
nized in three newly defined areas al-
lowing number of nonconforming lots 
to be negligible. 

As Seeley Lake Estates was consid- 
ered,  most landowners reflected a de-

sire to keep the area in a low density 

The March meeting of the 

Seeley Lake Community Council 

included a review of the 

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 

Committee meeting held in 

February. Chairperson Diane 

Weatherman s ta ted tha t 

community input will be vital for 

the variety of options to be 

brought forward for exploration. 

Community member Karen 

Pratt, researched a community 

in  Ma in e  w i t h  s im i la r 

g e o g r a p h i c a l 

attributes to Seeley 

Lake and reported on 

potentia l income 

possibilit ies from 

developing a X-C ski 

center. Other options 

are being looked into 

and the committee 

welcomes public 

input. 

Recreation/Trails Chair 

Gary Pelletier, reported on the 

projects up fo r current 

discussion in this committee. 

Briefly touched upon was the 

High School hill trail section. 

Scoping letters are currently 

being reviewed by the DNRC 

and it may take time before 

more is known there. There was 

discussion on the need for 

signage on Elaine’s Way, Boy 

Scout Road and Seeley Lane. 

The Co. will be meeting with the 

committee on site on March 12.  

Carol Evans reported on 

behalf of the Air Quality 

Committee. Thanking Caroline 

Jenkins for research and  

ongoing  communication with 

the County on this issue. 

At the CRC Air Quality 

meeting held in Feb. many 

residents had asked why 

the Council was doing this 

study. Evans reported she 

explained that the Council 

was not initiating this, but 

that Missoula Co. is 

mandated to ensure clean 

air for all citizens. The 

Seeley Lake Community Council 

is the "go to" agency that 

represents Seeley Lake and that 

is why the Air Quality Committee 

(made up of local residents) took 

on the job to research and be 

proactive for the community in 
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UPCOMING 
MEETINGS: 

 
¶ Seeley Lake Community 

Council -1st Monday; April 5, 6 
pm at Barn 

¶ Seeley Lake Cemetery District 
1st Thurs., April 1,  noon at 
DARLOA office 

¶ Seeley Swan Hospital District 
2nd Monday; April 12, 5 pm at 
the Clinic Conf. Room 

¶ Seeley Lake Rural Fire District 
Third Tues., March 16, 6 pm,  

 SL Fire Station 
¶ Seeley Lake Sewer Districtð  

3rd Thurs., March 18, 5:15 pm 
at Barn  

¶ Seeley Lake Refuse Districtð 
4th Monday, March 22, 7 pm 
at the SL Transfer Station  

¶ Seeley Lake Water Districtð 4th 
Thurs., March 25, 5:30 pm, 
Water District Office 

¶ Air Quality Committee: March 
5, 1 pm at Barn. Working 
session. 

¶ Economic Dev. Comm.-2nd 
Wed., March 10, 2:30 at Barn 

¶ Recreation/Trails Committeeð 

April 19, 6 pm at Barn 

OTHER: 

¶ Missoula Co. Commissioners 
on SL Regional Plan; March 17 
6 pm, Rm. 201, Court House 
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advance of any EPA 

involvement. She stated that it 

was unfortunate that the DEQ's 

data was picked up by local and 

national media and told a story 

of inordinate proportion on the 

Air Quality in Seeley 

Lake. Evans stated 

the County was not 

responsible for that.  

The DEQ in Helena is 

responsible to put out 

data from readings 

and it is posted on 

their website. It was 

mentioned that today is the start 

of open burning season. The 

Chamber of Commerce is very 

concerned about reports going 

out that reflect on the whole 

town as a potential economic 

impact. Attendees asked if we 

could meet with the State and 

stop those reports from 

happening again. The State 

informed Ben Schmidt of the MC 

Health Dept. that they did not 

2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ ÃÏÎÔȭÄȢ ȢȢȢ 

setting.  Council member 

Walt Hill explained the 

reason for a 1 to 2 density.  

Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌȤ

edged that areas of higher density 

were needed  to accommodate 

growth and this was one area that 

ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÐÌÁÕÓÉÂÌÅȢȱ  7ÉÔÈ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ 

projections of the land being ser-

viced by both sewer and water, 

the SL Estates was identified as an 

area that would be ideal for 

higher density.   Commissioner 

Landquist requested a copy of 

ÌÁÎÄÏ×ÎÅÒȭÓ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ 

how they may  or may not fit the 

,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅ 0ÌÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

        Discussions concerning the 

lack of Industrial designations 

took place.  Other commercial 

areas besides Pyramid Lumber 

ÅØÉÓÔ ÎÏ× ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȭÓ ÓÃÏÐÅ 

and are not reflected within the 

Plan.  Some expressed that the non-

conforming/grand-fathering lan-

guage would not allow for future 

change in that industrial use, thus 

limiting how a business can adapt to 

economic change and demands.  

Marx noted that while the issue of 

being more flexible in acceptable  

change for such areas may need to 

be more flexible, the issue of pro-

tecting neighbors from unwanted 

industry  that could happen, must 

ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÅÌÙ ÂÅ ×ÅÉÇÈÅÄ ÈÅÁÖÉÌÙȢ  Ȱ 7Å 

must come up with language that 

allows acceptable  change ɀ while 

protecting the rights of other prop-

erty owners from surprises and de-

valuation of  property values or life 

ÓÔÙÌÅȢȱ 

On the agenda for March 17: 
Nonconforming/grandfathering 
language and  Resource Protec-
tion. Ј 

have the time nor resources to 

meet with us on this issue. 

Schmidt will continue to 

communicate with them on this 

and keep the Council informed.  

    Announced were the four 

c a n d i d a t e s 

running in the 

May 4 election 

for Community 

Council seats; 

I n c u m b e n t s ; 

Jon Haufler & 

Carol Evans 

p l u s  K e n 

K r o n s p e r g e r  a n d  J a c k 

Greenwood. This will be a mail 

in ballot. Two other positions will 

open soon; Weatherman’s, 

which will be by appointment in 

May and Pelletier who resigned 

as of end of May. His position 

will also be filled by appt. of the 

C o u n t y  C o m m is s i o n e r s . 

Information on how to apply will 

be available soon.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.Ð 
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