
at funding sources that would 
offset costs of education and 
outreach programs. We will be 
talking to the Fire Department, 
Lions Club and Pyramid 
Mountain Lumber about ways 
they might help educate 
people about smoke, fire 
hazards and health. Axmen in 
Missoula has also volunteered 
to visit with people about how 
to burn wood more efficiently.  

As of this time, there is not 
funding available for a wood 
stove change out program, but 
there are tax credits and loans 
available through both state 
and federal  programs. Other 
options might include a fee 
structure change from MEC, 
funding to purchase efficient 
electric heaters, and ways to 
ensure dry wood supplies.   

All in all it was a very 
posit ive meeting with 
a s s i g n m e n t s  t o  b e 
accomplished in the next 
month. A meeting date will be 
posted.       Submitted by Carol Evans 

SEELEY SWAN MEDICAL 
CENTER BOARD  UPDATE 

 At the April meeting of the 
Seeley Swan Medical Center, 
Jim Gillhouse, Medical Center 
Manager, reported that 
business has been steadily 
increasing this spring.   The 
center staff has been evaluating 
procedures to insure prompt 
lab results and to be able to 
accommodate more walk-in 

patients.   
Chair Jeff 
Aresty 
shared that 
the advisory 
committee 
had heard 
from 
Nightingale 

Services of Missoula.  They 
provide private nursing care for 
our area.  The committee is 
gathering information 
concerning elder care for our 
communities. 

HomeWORD provided a 
preliminary Statistical Market 
Study for an elder care facility.  
It will be discussed at the next 
meeting on May 10, 2010, at 5 
P.M. at the Seeley Swan 
Medical Center conference 
room. The meeting is open to 
the public.          Submitted by Jeff Aresty 

The Air Quality Committee 
met on April 7th at the Barn. 
There were representatives 
from county Environmental 
Health, Pyramid Mountain 
Lumber, Lions Club and other 
concerned citizens. Ways were 
discussed to constructively 
approach Seeley Lake residents 
who appear to be burning 
wood inefficiently or who may 
have a wood stove that doesn't 
burn efficiently. Beginning with 
the area around the 
elementary school where the 
monitor has shown air quality 
problems, ways will be sought 
to assist residents in any way 
possible. Several great ideas 
about a community meeting 
were discussed, as well as a 
plan to visit individual homes 
where wood stove burning 
might be improved.  The most 
important point that we all 
agree on  is getting folks 
involved with limited costs, and 
to offer options that would 
improve their lives as well as 
the community. We are looking 
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The highlight of the April meeting 
was undoubtedly the Meet the 
Candidate Night during which three 
candidates and one representative   
addressed the assembled residents. 
Incumbents, Haufler and Evans spoke 
of continuing their term into the 
future to carry on work begun and the 
two new candidates; Greenwood and 
Kronsperger (through his 
representative) both  sought to bring 
a new perspective to the positions. 
There was a question and answer 
session following the speeches during 
which audience participants asked 

questions about 
upcoming plans the 
candidates had.  
      Sally Johnson, 
Seeley Lake 
Elementary, 
presented some 

information on the upcoming election 
for two positions on the School 
Board. She also reported that all 
ballots will be mailed out April 14 and 
will need to be returned by mail by 
May 4th. All open county positions 
will be included in this election. Drop 
boxes will be located at the 
Courthouse and at the Fairgrounds. 

The Economic Development 
Committee has been gaining 
momentum these last two months 
and according to Co-chair 
Weatherman there are quite a few 
energetic and enthusiastic people 
attending the meetings and 
participating. A possible $4000  grant  
for a warming hut at the X-C ski 
trailhead is a boon to their efforts. 
Plans include a pole structure to be 
built for multiple community use. An 
upcoming guest speaker is garnering 
interest in planning a more specific 
path for this committee.  

Evans reported the Air Quality 
Committee is determined to work 
through local issues in a collaborative 
and  thorough manner.  At the last 
meeting, the group refocused  on 

   UPCOMING MEETINGS  

¶ SL Community Council -1st 
Monday; May 3, 6 pm at Barn 

¶ Seeley Lake Cemetery District -
1st Thurs., May 6,  noon at 
DARLOA office 

¶ Seeley Swan Hospital District-  
2nd Monday; May 10, 5 pm at 
the Clinic Conference Room 

¶ Seeley Lake Rural Fire District 
Third Tues., April 20, 6 pm, 
Seeley Lake Fire Station 

¶ Seeley Lake Sewer Districtð  
3rd Thurs., April 15, 5:15 pm at 
the Barn  

¶ Seeley Lake Refuse Districtð 4th 
Monday, April 26, 7 pm at the 
SL Transfer Station  

¶ Seeley Lake Water Districtð 4th 
Thurs., April 22, 5:30 pm, Wa-
ter District Office 

¶ Air Quality Committee:- April 7, 
6 pm at the Barn 

¶ Economic Dev. Comm.- 2nd 
Wed., April 14, 2:30 at the 
Barn; possible guest speaker 

¶ Community Trails Project Meet-
ingð April 19, 6 pm at the Barn 

¶ BCC- Land Use Plan- April  21 
in Missoula, 4 - 7 pm 

¶ UPCOMING ELECTIONS: 
Watch for your ballots by mail! 
Sent out April 14th. RETURN BY 
MAY 4TH. 

¶ Community Trail Walk at trail-
head behind Community Hall: 
April 27.  All are invited. 
(postponed from winter)  

what may be accomplished in the way of 
solutions.  Grant monies, wood stove 
change out programs, educational 
opportunities, tax incentives and other 
options are all being explored. Possible 
construction of wood storage sheds for 
those in need were also discussed. 

Pelletier reported on the extensive 
efforts of the Recreation/Trail Committee 
as they are gearing up for spring and 
summer trail improvements and expansion 
projects. One such area is the Seeley Ranch 
easement on the north end of town. A 
local resident has donated an easement to 
the Community for access to Seeley Lake 
from the downtown area. The county has 
stated it will take care of the process for 
the easement survey and design the trail. 
Ideally  it will be paved at an 8' width. Its 
purpose is for non-motorized traffic, 
except for snowmobile use in winter.  

Pelletier and Ron Cox met with Forest 
Service representatives to plan a 
redirecting of water flow in an area 
currently slated for improvements this 
summer. Section 36 (High School hill trail) 
is now in the last phase of planning by the 
county for final use agreements. This is 
expected to be done soon. 

Mrs. Patti Bartlett has proposed an 
interpretive trail project along Trail Creek 
adjacent to the proposed trail in Sect. 36. A 
letter was read to the council by Pelletier 
asking for support of this project. Support 
by the Council was unanimous. 

Community Council contract guidelines 
were discussed at length. Last month the 
county informed Council that any contract 
above $5000 was to go through county 
channels. The County did not give any 
guidelines on how to conduct business on 
contracts below that amount. As this was 
considered an important issue, the Council 
tabled a decision. Of concern was the 
ability to be inclusive not exclusive; 
transparent to the community and the 
desire to build a foundation on which to 
conduct future Council business. This will 
be further discussed at the May meeting. 
Ј  
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