
Members of the Council 
also met with the MCC on No-

vember 24th, with the focus of 

the meeting on SLCC opera-

tions. The Community Commu-
nications Program was dis-

cussed, as was trails, questions 

concerning contracting, policies 

for submitting letters of sup-
port, the new County Office in 

Seeley Lake, and the need for 

additional funding for the 

Council.   

Gullikson reported on the 
Community Communications 

Program and indicated that the 

Community Newsletter now 

has over 100 subscribers, and 
is working on 

enlisting other 

community or-

ganizations to 
list the SLCC 

website on ap-

propriate sites 

to gain easy and supplemen-
tary access. The Council dis-

cussed the desirability of re-

cording Community Council 

meetings and making this re-

cording available, either on the 
website, or simply kept as a 

digital file that could be pro-

vided as needed.  Pros and 

cons for recording were dis-

AIR MONITOR 

NOW 

WORKING 
The Seeley Lake 
Community 
Council began 
considering the 
importance of air 
quality following 
a presentation by 
the County 

Environmental Health staff almost 2 
years ago. We have worked to get a 
'real-time' monitor placed in Seeley 
Lake and have finally succeeded, 
with  help from the County and 
State.  The monitor will allow us to 
get instant information on air quality 
in Seeley Lake.  If our air quality 
decreases, an alert can be issued 
immediately, instead of waiting days 
or weeks.  The system of notification 
is not in place yet, but it will include 
some sort of flagging system, along 
with tips on how to burn wood more 
efficiently. We are now connected to 
a state wide system of air quality 
monitoring and will be listed on the 
web site in the near future. http://
todaysair.mt.gov/AirMonitoring/
AirDataMap.aspx Since the monitor 
is located adjacent to the elementary 
school, one of the future possibilities 
is to involve the students in tracking 
air quality. Thanks to everyone who 
helped on this project! Submitted by 

Carol Evans, Committee Chair 

In the spirit of the season, 
the December meeting progressed 

quickly and business was con-

cluded by 7:30 pm. 

Reports from the  Recrea-
tion/Trail Committee included a 

review of ac-

tivities since 

the last Coun-
cil meeting as 

well as a dis-

cussion of the 

c o n t i n u i n g 

role of the 
C om m u n i t y 

Council for trails.  The Commis-

sioners have voiced their support 

for the Council maintaining a 
leadership role in planning and 

developing a trail system for the 

community.   

Haufler gave an account of 
the All Community Council Meet-

ing held in November. Each outly-

ing area Community Council re-

ported on the challenges facing 
them. Seeley Lake identified its 

biggest accomplishment over the 

past year as the Land Use Plan, 

and one of its biggest challenges 

as having sufficient funding to ac-
complish its tasks. A new hand-

book for rural councils was dis-

tributed to the group and dis-

cussed.  
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Ovando  scene looking north. Photo by Kris Gullikson 
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NEWSLETTER UPDATE  
In an ongoing commitment to 

making the Seeley Lake Community 

Newsletter more widely read in our 

community, we ask that you email us if 

you would like to be on the list to 

receive this newsletter twice monthly. 

SEND TO: slcouncil@blackfoot.net 

and put òsubscribeó in the subject line. 

If you know of anyone else that may be 

interested, please forward on your 

copy so they may also write if 

interested! THANK YOU! 

Seeley Lake Community Council  ǒ  PO Box 30  ǒ  Seeley Lake, MT 59868 

Find us @ www.seeleylakecommunitycouncil.com OR write us @ slcouncil@blackfoot.net 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

The committee had an organiza-

tional meeting Nov. 17 at Littlebirds. 

There were 8 in attendance and 

they represented businesses, the 

Chamber of Commerce, the Com-

munity Council and interested 

citizens. 

Concerns discussed were: How 

to build a sense of community; sell- 

ing the life style we have here; get-

ting the seniors involved more; 

making the town more ñwalk-ableò 

tee.  The first meeting was 

held in November. The com-

mon issue that most felt was 

inhibiting planned growth and 

development was the lack of a 

sewer system.  Weatherman is 

researching other small com-

munities and their solutions to 

such issues. She stated a re-

cent client had chosen to place 

his business in Boise, ID over 

the Missoula area due to in-

centives offered by local gov-

ernment.  Other options are 

being explored to help pay for 

a new sewer system. 

To accommodate the busy 

schedules in the summer, the 

committee plans to meet twice 

a month during the winter to 

accomplish all that is desired. 

*See above article. Ð 
 

cussed, and the topic was ta-

bled until the full Council was 

in attendance. 
The Council took steps to 

open discussion on establishing 

a notification system so resi-

dents would know when air 

quality was getting close to 

being out of compliance and 
could voluntarily reduce emis-

sions. Putting a system in 

place was felt to be of vital im-

portance. Realizing the signifi-
cance and sensitivity of this 

issue, the Council chose to look 

ahead and gather data as well 

as input and suggestions.    
Further discussion was tabled 

until the January meeting for 

full Council and community in-

put. 
 Weatherman reported on 

the newly established *Econ-

omic Development Commit-

Contôd from Page 1 

and attractive; an awareness of how 

Pyramid Lumber and the building trades are 

an asset; finding a way to keep our young 

people here and employed; the possibility of 

a vocational center or junior college and 

bringing young people here to experience 

and learn from our diverse area; keeping our 

teachers working  more than 9 mos./year; 

generational interests. 

The challenge the community  faces for 

almost everything is the lack of infra-

structure. The group looked at what the area 

might have to offer an employer. 

Three goals were to be met before the 

next meeting on Dec. 17: 

¶ Each person read the economic section 
of the proposed Land Use Plan 

¶ Check into the possibility of land 
banking, land leases, tax credits for 
donating land, etc. 

¶ Focus on how to raise money for 
infrastructure other than through a resort 
tax. 

 
Submitted by Diane Weatherman 

UPCOMING 
MEETINGS 

¶ Seeley Lake Community 
Council -1st Monday; Jan.4,  
6 pm at The Barn 

¶ Seeley Lake Cemetery District 
1st Thurs., Jan. 7 at noon, 
DARLOA office 

¶ Seeley Swan Hospital District 
2nd Monday; Jan. 11, 5 pm 
at the Clinic Conf. Room 

¶ Seeley Lake Rural Fire District 
Third Tues., Jan.19, 6 pm,  

 SL Fire Station 

¶ Seeley Lake Sewer Districtð  
3rd Thurs., Jan.21, 5:15 pm, 
The Barn 

¶ Seeley Lake Refuse Districtð 
4th Monday, Dec.28, 7 pm at 
the SL Transfer Station  

¶ Seeley Lake Water Districtð 
Dec. 17 at 5:30 pm, Water 
District Office 

¶ Recreation/Trails Committee 
Dec.15, 7 PM at The Barn 

¶ Economic Development 
CommitteeñDec. 17, 2 pm, 
Littlebirdõs    *(tentativeð Call 
Marx or Weatherman) 


